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I.—Fore1en Porrrics. 


Tar Rungpore Dik Prakash, of the 8th October, is afraid that the 
relation between the Government of India 
and the King of Burmah will be strained. 
The people are dying for want of food, while Government is spending 
poney in an extravagant manner. This is a time when Government 
hould try to save lives insterd of engaging in costly wars. 
Much is being spent from fear of Russia, and there is no knowing where 
the expenditure will stop. The rumour of war at such a time fills the mind 
with terror; but Government does not care for all that. It is roaring 
because a treaty has been concluded between France and Burmah. 
9. The Praja Bandhu, of the 9th October, is afraid that there will 
» end ths Bagiish. be a quarrel between the English and the 
a French on account of Burmah. Tbe English 
are trying gradually to annex that country. The French. are not without 
their own designs on it. The French want to establish their supremacy 
‘) the Indo-Chinese Peninsula with a view to extend their trade; but 
the English want to make territorial annexations. 
8, The Nava Medint, of the 10th October, says that King Theebaw 
will probably be undone thistime. The Eng- 


lish Government has called for an explana- 
tion from him regarding the Burmese Government’s alleged cruelty to the 


Bombay-Burmah Trading Company. King Theebaw should be very cautious 
at this time. Government should teach the Burmese King a lesson if the 
English merchants have really been cruelly treated. 
4, The Sddhdrant, of the 11th October, says that diplomatic Russia 
ict a ir mg 5 ee is not silent, but is secretly making many 
sit preparations. The English Government is 
keeping itself informed of some of these secret doings of Russia. It has 
recently become known that a Russian officer is carrying on intrigues in 
Herat, probably at the direction of the Russian Government. This officer, 
whose name is General Alikhanoff, carried on similar intrigues in Merv. 
Everybody knows the results of those intrigues. The English Boundary 
Commissioners can do nothing to prevent these intrigues, for if they want 
to interfere, the Amir’s officers report to him that the English are interfering 
with his authority. This is very advantageous to Russia. She has formed a 
powerful party in Herat. The English officers also are notidle. It has 
also become known that the English have regained their prestige which 
they lost after the battle of Pulikhisti. It is almost certain that Russia 
is trying to diminish the power of the Amir by intriguing with his brother. 
the Pioneer itself has admitted that during the last nine months so many 
events have happened that it is impossible for England to prevent the 
establishment of Russian influence in Northern Afghanistan. When 
Russia has established her dominion in the regions round about 
tte Herirud, the Kusk, and the Murghab, and other places, it 
8 absurd, according to the Proneer,to think of preventing Russian 
intrigues in Afghanistan. Hadthe English always treated the Afghans 
’s friends, they would not have had to repent now. The two Afghan wars 
are the causes of the loss of English influence in Afghanistan. 
2 The Navavibhdkar, of the 12th October, says that the English 
a Government will be placed in a very dangerous 
2 : situation if it quarrels with Burmah at the 
advice of the ambitious English merchants and their friends. Annexation 
 Burmah will lead toa quarrel with France. If the writer could be sure 
that only English blood and English money would be spent in that quarrel, 
‘would not say a word;.Qut experience tells him that India will have 
‘0 suffer most in such a quarrel. This has alarmed the writer. 


The King of Burmah. 


Burmah. 
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Nava MEDINI], 
Oct. 10th, 1885. 


SADHARANI, 
Oct. Llth, 1885. 


NAVAVIBRAKAR, 
Oct, 12th, 1885. 
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Som PrRakasH, 
Oct. 12th, 1885. 


BHARAT MIBIR, 
Oct. 8th, 1885. 


SANJIVANI, 
Oct. 10th, 1885. 


BUCRDWAN SANJIVANI, 
Oct. 6th, 1885. 
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6. The Som Prakash, of the oo eee referring to the 
ment that if a war breaks oy 

en England and Russia the Aziz . 
will help England by fighting for her at the head of 3 
his own troops, says that the Aziz of Muscat is now the foremos 
among the Mussulmans. The English Government may be greatly 
if it is assisted by the Mussulmans. But Indians are ashamed at the 
illeberal character of the English policy when they think that the English 
Government is busy in securing the help of outsiders alone, The 
oppressions of the English upon Indians have emboldened Russia. If th 


natives are kept satisfied, the English Government can safely slight 
powerful foes. 


State. 
tween 
Muscat 
000 of 
C person 


benefited 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


7. The Bharat Mihir, of the 8th October, says, in reference to the recent 
itis on Government resolution on the last adminis- 
oe tration report of the Police Department, that 
it is well-known how the police officials act in the mofussil. Everybody, 
from the respectable people to the peasants, dreads the police. The resolu- 
tion in question mentions certain instances of the way in which the police 
use force to extort confessions from the accused. ‘To check this evil, the 
Lieutenant-Governor had expressed himself strongly on the subject ina 
former resolution, but nothing particularly came of it. This time also His | 
Honor has directed the attention of Magistrates and Police Superintendents 
to thie matter. He has decided on amending the chowkidari law on the | 
ground that it is not working well in the villages, but the editor thinks that, 
under existing arrangements under which the punchayets are completely 
under the control of the police, th2 satisfactory working of that law is in a 
manner impossible. Educated and respectable people do not care to serve as 
punchayets. The Lieutenant-Governor has still further curtailed the powers 
of those bodies, and there can be no doubt that the result of this will be 
more unsatisfactory than ever. His Honor’s remarks regarding the results | 
of jury trial will doubtless icjure that system. His Honor is showing 
himself an advocate of despotism in almost all matters. 

8. The Sanjivant, of the 10th October, asks the Calcutta Police to 
enquize into the case of Gajendra Gamin 
Debi, who is detained as a coolie at No. 141 | 
Sealdah Road. She is the wife of Upendra Nath Bhattacharya of Memar, 
Taltala. She came on a pilgrimage to Kalighat, where an old woman 
gave her hopes of taking her to Benares, and induced her to follow her. 
The woman brought her to Sealdah and there left her. She has Rs. 20 
and one gold ornament with the Manager of the depot. While at Sealdah 
she was attacked with rheumatism, and so she was sent to the Campbell 


Hospital. But she has been removed from that hospital before her complete 
recovery. 


A Brahman girl in a coolie depdt. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


9. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 6th October, says that, since 
The Commissioner's Office, Burd. the transfer of the Commissioner’s office to 
phase Burdwan, it is being held at the circuit-house | 
at Sadhanpore, which is at an inconvenient distance from the city where 
alone the clerks can find lodgings, and stamps are available. The 
writer therefore asks the Commissioner to hold his office either at the 


police lines, where it used to be held in former times, or at the new circult- 
ouse. Meee 


( 1811 ) 


10. The same paper says that the traders of Burdwan were very glad Bvnpwan Sansrvaut. 


smpson, Deputy Magistrate that Mr. Thompson, the Deputy Magistrate 
Fo ny x Seed of Burdwan, had been i ase. a ene 
gunge. They were glad because Mr. Thompson’s assessment of the license- 
‘ax was always exorbitant. Many have appealed to the Collector against 
hig assessment. : 

Mr. Thompson said that he was not in the habit of shaking hands 
with pleaders. But Mr. Thompson should have known that the Magistrates, 
the Judges, and even Lieutenant-Governors are in the habit of shaking hands 

ith them. 
” ll. The Patdékd, of the 9th October, says that the opinion expressed 

fr. Justice Pinhey on Hindu mar- by Mr. Justice Pinhey of Bombay in his 
riage. judgment in a recent case that real marriage 
does not take place without cohabitation, and that a husband who has not 
cobabited with his wife cannot claim conjugal rights, is very dangerous. If 
that case is not otherwise decided by the Privy Council, or if Mr. Pinhey’s 
decision be upheld by it, a great evil will be produced. In that case, 
Hindu women who have never cohabited with their husbands will be able to 
leave them. Mr. Pinhey has not considered that in order to prevent such a 
thing, husbands will permanently ruin the health of their girl-wives by 
beginning to cohabit with them soon after marriage. 

12. The Pratikar, of the 9th October, is sorry to notice that the 
Moorshedabad Courts will not be closed 
during the Durga Puja holidays, because the 
tuccavi advances are to be made during these days. The writer thinks 
that instead of keeping the courts open, arraugements can be made by 
which the work of distributing advances may not be stopped. 

18. The Sanjivani, of the 10th October, says that the English officers 


Holiday in Moorshedabad Courts. 


The officers of the North-Western of the North-Western Provinces are 1D the 
— habit of taking: dalzs from their native 
subordinates. If any one does not give any dal, his promotion is stopped, 


and he is often insulted. The native officers in the mofussil, especially in 
the district of Barisal, are in the habit of exacting money from their sub- 
ordinates by inviting them to hear the Puranas recited at their houses. 

14. The Dacca Prakash, of the 11th October, says that men have 
to pay the court peons who serve summonses 
a high rate of boat fareeven for serving sum- 
monses in those places to which they can easily walk on foot, or goin a 
boat for a trifling fare. As the peons are not obliged to go to the house 
of the persons who are to point out the persons on whom summonses have 
to beserved, the peons have to be propitiated with money, in order to obtain 
work from them. If not thus propitiated with money they give much 
trouble to the person who is to point out the man on whom the summons 
has to be served, and in some cases falsely report that the person on whom 
the summons was to be served could not be found out. In addition to this, 
the parties have to pay money to the man who will identify the persons on 
whom summonses are to be served. In many places the identifier is beaten by 
the opposite party. The charges of the peons of the collectorate are very 

igh. They generally charge one rupee per diem anda high rate of boat 
re. Even if they have to serve summonses upon a hundred persons in the 

| Same village on the same day, they charge one hundred rupees. If summon- 
€s and notices are served by the post office, and a person refuses to take 
‘le summons or notice, the court may compel him to do so by empowering 
‘ome respectable men of the village to make the person receive it and 
acknowledge receipt. This will undoubtedly make the work of the postal 
Peons heavier. But the post office will derive a large income from the system 
sending summonses and notices in registered covers. This arrangement 


Serving of summonses by post. 


Oct. 6th, 1885. 


PaTaKa, 
Oct. 9th, 1885. 


PRATIKAR, 
Oct. 9th, 1885. 


SANJIVANT, 
Oct. 10th, 1885. 


Dacca Praxasz, 


Oct. 11th, 1885. 
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will make the cost of serving summonses very trifling, whilst SUMMOnses 
will be regularly served. It will promote the interests of the public if 
notices of sale of propertics in execution of decrees are also advertised in 
newspapers. 

15. The Navavbhakar, of the 12th October, says that it has been 


Jurors and Honorary Magistrates. alway . "e ed to the ngour of the criminal 


| law. Punishment is necessary only’ for the 
prevention of crimes, and the police for the protection of person and 


property of the people. But owing to the misfortune of the people the 
punishment which they consider adequate for the prevention of crimes 
is not considered adequate by the police. The police is not ready to 
apprehend thieves and robbers, but to oppress innocent people. The 
writer thinks that changing the nature of the police and dimi- 
nishing the rigour of the criminal law are necessary. But unfortu- 
nately Government is greatly indifferent to these mattters. Government 
wants to make the rigorous provisions of the law still more rigorous. For this 
reason the Judicial officers are so eager to punish persons. Because Honorary 
Magistrates and jurors decide cases according to common sense, and having 
regard to the state of society, they are not eager to punish persons. For this 
reason the Judicial officers often disagree with,Honorary Magistrates and 
jurors. The officials are now under the impression that jurors acquit cri- 
minals who deserve punishment. Owing to this impression Government once 
instituted enquiries into the matter. The Lieutenant-Governor also in 
his resolution on the police has directed the Sessions Judges to keep the 
jurors in proper check. But he should have remembered that where the 
Judge acquits criminals according to the verdict of the jurors he 


agrees with them, for otherwise he would have sent those cases up to the 
High Cuurt. 


(d)— Education. 


16. The Sddhdrant, of the 11th October, says that the professors in 


een ne the private colleges obtain small salaries. They 
Teaching in private colleges. 


have to work hard for small sums. Those who 
are learned and intelligent among them have to teach almost all subjects, 


including law. If such professors are pleaders or barristers they attend 
the High Court from time to time, and probably edit a newspaper. 
Besides, many of the professors of the above class act as Presidents, 
Secretaries, &c., of some patriotic association, and members of many 
societies. How much care can persons who are busy in so many 
things bestow on teaching? From this it may be easily imagined 
how the work of teaching in private colleges is carried on. Many may ay 
that the large number of students passing from the private colleges testify to | 
the excellence of the teaching they receive in those institutions. But one may 
pass examinations without really learning anything. Success in examinations 
also in most cases depends not upon the merits of the professors, but upon the 
memory and diligence of students. Besides this, the students of the private 
colleges get hold of and get by heart the notes given by the professors of 
the Presidency College. It is doubtful whether so many students could pass 
from private colleges without getting those notes. It being so, if Govera- 
ment concludes from the establishment of private colleges that Government 
colleges are no longer necessary, people will be great losers. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


17. The Som Prakdsh, of the 12th October, says that the petition to 


. : 
h Government against the Rajpore Municip) 
PP eh hg agamst the Kajpore can be roughly divided into two pars. 


: : € 
first part consists of the lamentations of 8°” 
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Commissioners, and the second part consists of the ravings of some rate- 
ayers Who are dissatisfied at increased assessment, The petition is devoid 
of sound arguments and gentlemanliness. It merely abuses the Chairman. 
The facts mentioned in it are almost all false. The petitioners have not 


been able to point out a single illegal act of the Chairman. 


18. The Bharat Mihir, of the 8th October, says that the treatment 
The Court of Wards. 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


extended to the Maharani of Tikari, and the 
Dowager Maharani of Burdwan, by the Court 


of Wards, clearly shows that not unoften it is guilty of injustice, oppression, 
and undue exercise of authority. The Board of Revenue was very well 
aware that the Maharani of Tikari was perfectly competent to manage 
the affairs of her State, and yet it deprived her of her property, and even 
rent to: the length of supporting the oppression which had been committed 
on her by the Magistrate of Gya. The unjust and illegal manner in which 
it is dealing with the property of the old Maharani of Burdwan is such 
that it is difficult to believe that the Board is subject to any law. The 


Court of Wards is trying to seize by force the property which the Maharani 
has long enjoyed as her own.’ Why is not the question as to whether she 
is the real owner of the property decided in a court of competent jurisdic- 
tion? What right has the Court of Wards to use force? ‘There is 


oppression everywhere now ; will there be no remedy ? 


19. .The Pratekar, of the 9th October, strongly condemns the appoint- 


European tutor of a Moorshedabad ment of a Kuropean tutor to the minor son 


Ward. 


of the late Annadaprasad Raya of Berhampur 


by the Court of Wards in spite of the remonstrances of the mother of the 


ward. 


Nuddea. 


perty. 


2 


The Famine Relief Fund. 
‘te distress of people at the 


20. The Sanjtvant, of the 10th October, has received a copy of the 
Zahurannissa Bibi of Iktearpur in petition submitted by Zahurannissa Bibi, of 


Iktearpore in Nuddea, to the Lieutenant- 


Governor of Bengal, to set aside the sale of her property No. 3553 of the 
district of F'urreedpore, which her husband’s ancestors had enjoyed since the 
tine of Arangzebe. 
Ithas been sold up for an arrear of revenue of Rs. 16-8-1 only, though in 
order to avoid accidental sale of this nature, she had previously deposited | 
Ks, 17-14-9 with the Collector. The foolishness of the Collector has reduced 
a respectable family to beggary. She appealed to the Commissioner of 
Dacca and the Roard of Revenue, but in vain. She has now applied to 
the Lieutenant-Governor for whose decision in this case the writer is waiting 
with great anxiety. 

21. The Navavibhakdr, of the 12th October, says that the landed 
The unjust sale of a landed pro- property worth Rs. 25,000 of one Zahurun- 


The value of the property is estimated at Rs. 25,000. 


nissa Bibi, of Nuddea, a widow with a minor 


son, was sold at auction at Re. 1,725 for arrears of revenue to the amount of 
Rs, 16-8-1, though Rs. 17-14-7 belonging to her was at that time 
deposited in the local Collectorate. Petitions were submitted to the Commis- 
sioner and the Board of Revenue for the cancelling of the sale, but ia vain. 
The widow has now submitted a petition to the Lieutenant-Governor, Will 
he suffer such injustice to be done under the British Government? 


(h) — General. 


- The Chéru Varid, of the 5th and 12th October, says that the 


license tax and the public works cesses were 
imposed for eollecting money for. relieving 


‘time of famines. The state of the country is. 
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so wretched that it does not seem probable that famines will soon cease 
visit it. Under these circumstances Government should always be prepa i 
to undertake relief works. But to what use have the proceeds of the ieee 
tax been applied ? Government has broken its promise to apply the ieee 
of the license tax for the relief of distress. Will’not the people ask for 
explanation from Government and try to provide some remedy for this evil ? 


93. The Sahachar, of the 7th October, referring to the statement of 


Sir Rivers Thompson at Belvedere that there 
was no Famine Relief Fund,says that everybod 
in the country knows that there is such a fund, and that the promise wade 
by Lord Lytton, and the statement made by Lord Randolph -Churchjj) 
prove the fact. The statement of Lord Lytton and of Lord Randolph 
Churchill has more weight than that of Sir Rivers Thompson. There was 
no regular Cistress in Bengal during the last few years before this present 
one. For that reason expenditure of money from the Famine Relief Fund 
did not become necessary. But now the occasion has arrived for such 
expenditure. If Government does not make good its promise, the whole 
world will blame it. Sir Rivers may laugh away the idea of the existence 
of a famine fund, but his words do not nullify the promise of the Queen’s 
representative. 


24. The same paper says that the Kaoglish Government will increase 
the military expenditure owing to fear of 
Russia. It is proposed to meet the addi- 
tional expenditure by retrenchments and not by fresh taxation. There 
are many good ways of reducing expenditure. Government would 
not adopy them, but would reduce the expenditure upon public works 
intended for the prevention of famines. If Government cannot reduce 
the expenditure upon public works it will impose a new tax. There are 
reasons to believe that an income tax may be imposed; but such a 
direct tax is unsuited to India. An indirect tax like the import duties 
is suited to this country. The writer approves of the recommendation 
of Anglo-Indians that the import duties should be re-imposed. Govern- 
ment will be guilty of breach of promise if it puts an end to the construc- 
tion of public works calculated to prevent famines. It is evident that 
India will again suffer from famine. There is distress in Bengal, Mysore | 
and Hyderabad. 
25. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 8th October, says that the people of 
this country are suffering in various ways. 
They are being harassed by means of the 


The Famine Relief Fund. 


The imposition of a new tax. 


An income tax. 


license tax, and the imposition of an income tax is now talked of. If this 


is done, the measure of happiness for this country will indeed be complete ! 
26. The same paper contains a short poem in which the Lieutenant- 
ag Governor is represented as unwilling to believe 

ir Rivers Thompson and the . : ; ; 

floods. in the existence of distress in consequence of 
the floods, and in the necessity of granting 
relief. His Honor is then described as granting relief at the rate of two 
pice, which being considered extremely inadequate and clamoured against 
by the distressed, they are summarily sent away with the remark that the 
floods will, in the end, confer great benefits upon them, and that Govera- 

ment is not in a position to do anything hastily. 
27. The Praja Bandhu, of the 9th October, says that the English 
Admission of Bengalis into the always take onesided views of things. The 
i people of Bengal have long been anxious 1 
get udmission into the Army. But the English will admit only Rajputs 
and others, but not Bengalis. Are the English afraid of Bengalis, or do 
they not trust them? Are Bengalis quite unable to bear arms, % 
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.; this the result of the onesidedness so conspicuous in English character ? 
Bengalis should not allow this matter to drop Are they so mean 
and so treacherous that they can never enjoy the confidence of their 
Christian rulers? The writer does not understand how this prejudice 
scainss Bengalis can be rooted out from the minds of English rulers. 
European professors and students get free passes on the Eastern Bengal 
Railway; but Bengalis do not get such passes. [Illiterate Eurasians 
sre considered competent to hold appointments which are not given to 
natives who have received good education. These acts may look well 
‘a the light of Western civilization, but to natives they appear 
abominable. ; 

98, The same paper is sorry to see that no Mahomedan and no Jew 
have been appointed members of the Com- 
mittee nominated by Sir Rivers Thompson 
for raising subscriptions for the relief of distress caused by the recent floods. 
The old imbecile Lieutenant-Governor can never do things without 
making mistakes. How long is he to tease the people of Bengal in this 

ay ? 
ss 29. The same paper says that a company of Indigo planters of Calcutta 
have taken Barabhoom on patni lease from the 
local Raja. They are oppressing their raiyats 
by enhancing rents. The raiyats, able no longer to bear oppression, have 
risen against the rent collectors. 

30. The Nava Medini, of the 10th October, referring to the visits 
which the Viceroy will pay to different places 
on his way to Calcutta, says that Lord Dufferin 
is fond of outward display, but has done no real work. The writer fears 
that he will do no real service. 

31. The Bangabdst, of the 10th October, is glad to hear that Mr. Allen 

of the Agricultural Department has proposed 
Mr, Allen's proposal for the estab- the establishment of Agricultural Associations 
lishment of Agricultural Associations. . “gure 

in every district. These are to correspond 
with the Department, and by that means improvements invented in one 
district may be quickly communicated to other districts. Persons connected 
with the agriculture of the district only are to be Members and Presidents of 
these Associations. oe 

02. The Samvdd Prabhdlcar, of the 10th October, says that India is not 

governed in the interest of her people. The 
Publi, wPointment of natives to the higher appointments have all been monopo- 
lised by Englishmen, middle class appoint- 
ments by Eurasians, while lower appointments only have been left for 
natives. Higher appointments, though promised to natives, are withheld 
from them, though they are fully qualified for them. Mr. Bright some 
lime ago demanded a list of appointments valued at more than Rs. 1,000 
showing the nationality of those who held them. The list, as submitted by 
overnment, shows how many Englishmen and LEurasians hold such 
appointments. Some Englishmen contend that natives are not fit for 
holding high appointments; but the question is, has their fitness been 
ever put to the test? The fact is that, as long as Parliament does not 
fulfil the promises made by Her Majesty the Queen-Empress, no good is 
likely to come of them. 

03. The Sanjtvant, of the 10th October, says that the Governor of 

ii Madras is going to visit the Viceroy at a cost of 
ee Rs. 15,000 at a time when the Famine Relief 

Fund has been appropriated for the purposes of war, when useful public 
works have been put a stop to, when educational expenditure bas been reduced, 
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and when attempts are being made to discharge a Jarge number of low-paid 
clerks. The sum of Rs. 15,000 could have supplied with foog and 
clothing a large number of persons suffering from the effects of the floods. 

84. The same paper has learned from a speech of Major Young at 

Simla, that Government does not allow native 
troops to use the same sort of arms ag it 
allows to Europeans. This piece of intelligence has surprised the writer. 
It is no wonder, he says, that the Government which does not trust even 
those who are going to sacrifice their lives for it should disarm the whole 
native population. 

35. The same paper says that the Famine Relief Fund has been 

' exhausted in the preparations for war. But the 

oi sie entire press of India is blaming Government 
for this misappropriation of public money ; some are threatening it with law 
suits. Government is in a difficulty. The cost of the army is going to be 
increased by two crores of rupees. Lord Northbrook repealed the income-tax. 
It has been proposed to reimpose it. When the Government is determined 
to do so, no remonstrances from natives will be of any avail. But the write 
requests it not to impose the tax on those whose annual income may fall short 
of Rs. 5,000. If Government could trust the natives, 1t could do without 
increasing the number of troops. The writer would prefer the reim- 
position of the cotton duties to that of the income-tax. 

36. The Uchit Vakid, of the 10th October, will be very glad if the 
rumour that the Government of India has 
directed Mr. Bernard to bein readiness for 
joining the office of Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal proves true. Sir Rivers 
Thompson has become so unfit for work that he should soon resign his office. 

- 37. The same paper says that the people are paying the license-tax 

with reluctance. If an income-tax 1s imposed, 
they will not be able to pay it. If 
money is necessary for increasing the strength of the army and for the 
strengthening of the frontier, England shoula pay those expenses, as she 
is more interested in the defence of India than Indians. 

38. The Urdu Guide, of the 12th October, supports the petition of 

Mussulmans and Government ser- the Mussulmans of Dacca to the J.teutenant- 
vice. ) Governor pointing out that Mussulmans can- 
not hold their own against Hindoos without special favour on the part of 
Government, and asks why does not Government try to remedy the evil 
vega it cw caused by excluding Mussulmans from Government service by 
its policy :! 

09. The Ananda Bazar Fatrikd, of the 12th October, contains an 
The policy of administration in article headed “The Pioneer and English 
inate. administrative policy, ” from which we extract 
the following observations :—In answer to a recent article in the Luglishman 
newspaper describing the hardships to which native soldiers of the British 
Indian army are put while serving in foreign lands, the Ptoneer denies 
the correctness of the statement, and says that instead of feeling for the 
native soldiers one should rather reserve one’s sympathies for the European 
troops who are during a campaign obliged to undergo considerable hard- 
ship and discomfort. The Pioneer would: seem to hold that the people 
under British rule should feel happy and grateful .to it in proportion a8 
they are obliged to live in misery ; and that those that, on the contrary, 
live in luxury are unhappy, and that the British Government has not done 
enough for them. ‘Lhe principle as set forth by the Pioneer may be laughed 
at, and yet this is the: principle which is followed in the administration 
this country by Englishmen. It was in accordance with this principle that. 


The arms of native troops. 


Sir Rivers Thompson. 


An income-tax. 
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they repealed the income-tax in this country and imposed the license-tax 
and the public works cess instead. ‘The wealthy alone had to pay the 
‘ncome-tax, but the English toa man began to complain of it, while the 
English authorities began to say that the tax was pressing heavily upon 
the people. The outcry thus raised led to the repeal of the tax and to the 
imposition of the public work cess and the license-tax. The authorities 
seemed to believe that by thus exempting the wealthy and taxing the poor 
they were doing justice and puting an end to oppresston. The above is 
only one of the instances of the application of the principle in question, but 
almost every act of the British administration furnishes evidence of its 
application. Ifretrenchment is to be made, it is the number and pay of 
tlie poor subordinate officers that are first reduced. The travelling and 
other allowances of highly-paid officials are ungrudgingly paid, while the 
strictest justice is meted out to poor and low-paid officers in this respect. 
The Judges of the High Court have the smallest amount of work to do, and 
they are paid the highest salaries, while the Subordinate Judges and Munsiffs 
who have to go through the largest amount of work are but scantily puid. 
In the matter of the administration of criminal justice also the working of the 
came principle is noticeable. Europeans in this country are generally powerful 
and occupy high positions, so tiat there is greater probability of their 
oppressing than of being oppressed by others. And yet the authorities are at 
every step anxious tosee that the criminal law and criminal trials do not result 
in injustice to Kuropeans. The care shown by the authorities in preventing 
injustice and oppression being done to Huropeans in connection with the 
administration of criminal justice is as remarkable as their indifference in 
this respect in the case of weak, poor, and ignorant natives. Nay not 
unoften the authorities resort to such expedients as may result in rigorous 
justice being done to natives. Considering the system of English adminis- 
tration, the people of this country would have become comparatively happy 
ifinstead of being men of temperate habits they had been a meat-eating 
people addicted to the use of liquor, if their expenses had thus been larger, 
if instead of being gentle and peaceful they had been a turbulent people, 
and if their feeling of loyalty to British rule had been less intense than 
It 18, | 
40. The same paper says that the appointment by the Lieutenant- 
Governor of a Committee to raise subscrip- 
tions for the relief of distress caused by the 
foods will doubtless gratify many people. But the present opportunity 
should be seized for the formation by the people of Bengal of another 
association, whose duty it should be to see that the hundreds of thousands 
of people who have been rendered Cestitute by the floods are relieved from 
the proceeds of the license-tax and public works cess which are now in 
the hands of Government. While the object of the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
committee will be to help the distressed with funds raised by subscription 
lrom the wealthy, that of the proposed association should be to accomplish 
the same purprse with the funds raised by means of the aforesaid taxes 
since the year 1878 which are now deposited with Government. Thus the new 
association will not like the committee have to depend upon the capricious 
charity of individuals. It will ask Government to apply the Famine Relief 
und for the purpose of relieving the sufferers from the recent floods. If 
the two bodies work in concert, the people of Bengal will not be put to 
hardship for lack of funds. The establishment of the new association will 
‘Drove useful in another way. It will serve to show that Government 
‘annot legitimately with a Famine Relief Fund in existence ask the people 
‘t any subscription for the relief of distress, and that Sir Rivers Thompson 
id no right to appoint a commitiee of the eort that he has appointed. 
' is indeed hard to understand how Government could properly impose 
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upon the people of this country a task which it had itself undert 
for the purpose of accomplishing which it had imposed:new 
them. It sbould be pointed out to Sir Rivers Thompson that by 
the Relief Committee His Honor is unjustly transferring to the should 
of the people a burden which should be borne by Government " : 
formation of the proposed association will enable him to percieve this, ‘ : 
proposed measure may to some extent obstruct the work of the committ ' 
but the harm will not be considerable if the new association can healt 
the people to a greater extent than that body. If the new association os 
Government for funds to relieve the distress, Government wil] be compelled 
to show that the l'amine Relief Fund has been either spent on its logitimes 
purpose, or that it remains unspent. ‘The association will be easily able 
to show that the fund in question has not been spent for the purpose of 
famine relief, inasmuch as there has been no famine in the country since 
the creation of the Fund. A few railways have indeed been constructed 
but the expenditure incurred in their construction does not amount to ten 
or twelve crores of rupees, which must have accumulated in tne Fund since 
1873. The distressed will need relief in various ways. They will stand 
in need of food, cattle, and seed-grains for the purpose of cultivation, help 
to enable them to raise new houses and repair the old ones, and possibly 
in many places medical aid in view of the pestilences that are likely to 
make their appearance among the people. The country will be greatly 
benefited if the association and the committee co-operate with each other and 
crant relief to the sufferers. 


aken, ang 
&ppointin 


41. The same paper, after giving the substance of the pamphlet 
published by Mr. Slagg, m.P., pointing out 
the necessity of changing the present system 
of Indian administration, proceeds to observe that Mr. Slagg is not perhaps 
aware of the manifold miseries of the people of this country, otherwise he 
would have probably been able to prove the necessity of reforming the 
present system of administration of this country by adducing instances in 
support of his position from almost every matter connected with India. 
Thus in the matter of education Mr. Slagg would have been able to point 
out that natives of India are only given such education as may enable them 
to speak and write English, but that they are not given any technical 
education which may enable them to construct machinery or improve 
manufactures and thus increase the wea:th of the country. 


Referring to the work of administration, Mr. Slagg would have 
been able to point out that in India laws are frequently enacted 
by officials without the knowledge of, and even in utter disregard of, the 
protests of the native population which has no power to remedy the 
evii consequences of those measures; that Magisterial Officers in India 
possess as much autocratic power as the Czar of Russia; that while these 
officers are vested with almost boundless powers, the natives are in proportion 
rendered powerless; that these officers can ruin a person if they are 80 
minded, and that in most cases they are not punished even if they are 
found to have done so. Mr. Slagg would have been also able to show 
that the authorities in India have by law so increased the powers of the 
already powerful Europeans in this country that they can oppress the weak 
with impunity, and that in India the weaker a people the more anxious 
does the Government become to repress it. Mr. Slage could point out 
that the death-rate in Indian jails is very high, and yet the public 
have no admission into the jails, and that the official reports regardiDg 
those institutions do not contain much information about then. 
Mr. Slagg could have thus taken up any department of the administra 
tion and shown that the whole system of Indian administration requir 
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ty be reformed. The people of India have gradually come to question 
the sincerity of the. statements occasionally made by many noble- 
minded Englishmen, and in the Queen’s Proclamation, to the effect that 
the people of India will be given full powers in the administration of 
their country a8 soon as they have become fit to exercise such powers. 
If those statements were true, the English would have governed India 
jifferently. Instead of impoverishing India, they would in that case have 
endeavoured to increase its wealth; instead of destroying native commerce 
and industries, they would have taken steps to improve these, and would 
have given such education to the people of India as might have enabled 
them to increase the wealth of their country, and to fit themselves for 
the work of administration. They would not have in that case emascula- 
ted them by a rigorous system of administration. 

42. The same paper thinks that it does not speak well for the wisdom 
rue British Government and Native of the British Government that, after disarming 
soldiers. and emasculating the people of India, it 
should now, while it is in need of recruits for tne army, seek to recruit 
soldiers from among the people of Nepal, and should thus strengthen the 
people of that neighbouring kingdom by giving them a military educa- 
tion. Its action in supplying the Afghans with money and munitions of 
war is equally unwise. 

43. The Navavibhakar, of the 12th October, says that it has shown 
clearly in the preceding issue how the Eng- 
| lish Government has wasted the money which 
it collected from the people on the express condition that it would 
be applied for the relief of distress. Sir Rivers Thompson has said :— 
“There is no such thing as a Famine Relief Fund.” Lord Randolph 
Churchill has said :—‘*Owing to the outlay required for strengthening 
the north-western frontier of India, to all intents and purposes the Famine 
Insurance Fund has been swallowed up.” The Government of India 
rules despotically. Had it been sought to govern England on the 
same principle the Throne would have shaken. The people still believe that 
there is a Famine Relief Fund. As long as the license tax is collected, 
s0 long will the Famine Relief Fund remain. Solong as a pice remains of 
the 8 crores of rupees which have been collected during the last eight years, 
tle people will believe in the existence of a Famine Relief Fund. When 
the license tax was first imposed, it was proposed to establish a separate 
fund for the relief of distress. The fear of famine is greater than the fear 
of Russia. Government will lay itself open to blame if it neglects to 
remedy one of these evils owing to its eagerness to remedy the other. 
Russophobia is a disease which will not leave them soon. It being so, 
money is required for the strengthening of the frontier. But the money 
of the famine fund will have to be spent for the relief of distress and upon 
no other object. How can then this difficulty be solved? The Madras 
Chamber of Commerce has suggested two ways for solving the difficulty :— 
(1) The reimposition of the import duties; (2) the levying of the 
license tax from a larger number of persons. The Chamber of Com- 
merce prefers the first course. The writer approves of that opinion. 

he arguments of the Chamber of Commerce may not commend them- 
selves to the selfish Manchester merchants and the statesmen who {flatter 
them, but they will be appreciated by every disinterested person. If 
the import duties are reimposed, an yearly income of one and a half 
lo two crores of rupees will easily be derived. This money may be 
spent for strengthening the frontier. If this is done, Indians will not be 
dissatisfied, the English people will not have to bear any expenses, and at the 
‘ame time the sale of Manchester cloths will not be affected. If the income 
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so derived does not prove sufficient, the income from the license tax 
be increased by bringing the officials within its range, ay 
44, The same paper says that the Mussulmans of Dacca haye sent 
a petition to the Lieutenant-Governo; ry 


| taing about 500 signatures, and amone othe 
those of Nawab Abdul Guni and his son Asanullah. The writer would 
have pooh-poohed the petition as an unreasonable demand if it had not 
been signed by the Nawabs. Such unreasonable demands will not benef 
but injure the Mussulmans. Can those who advise the British Government 
to act against its proclamation to the effect that appointments will be 
given to qualified persons without any distinction of race, colour or creed 
be considered its friends? Like the Mussulman students who devote them. 
selves exclusively to the study of Arabic, Hindu students devote thei 
whole time tothe study of Sanskrit in /éoles, What is then the use of 
special pleading for such Musssulman students ? Are not the Mussulmans of 
Dacca aware that a person is required to pass the First Arts examination 
in order to be able to present himself at the Pleadership examination? Diq 
they not feel ashamed in praying that Mussulman Moulvies might have 
the right of pleading in law courts without passing that examination? 
The Mussulmans of Dacca have said that, though the Mussulmans cop. 
stitute 70 per cent. of the whole population of Dacca, scarcely 10 per cent. 
of them obtain official appointments. The writer asks, owing to whase fault 
such is the case? This fact proves the worthlessness of the Mussulmans 
of Dacca. This should make the leaders of the Mussulman society, like the 
Nawabs of Dacca, hang down their heads for shame. It is most unreason- 
able to expect that the Lieutenant-Governor should direct the heads of 
offices to give appointments to none but Mussulmans. It is very unpleasant 
to the Mussulmans of Dacca that, in order to obtain Deputy Magistrate- 
ships and other high posts, men should be required to possess qualifications, 
They have appealed to the Lieutenant-Governor against the Viceroy. 
Government will have to dissatisfy the people if it has to grant the 
unreasonable demands of Mussulmans. 

45. The Som Prukdsh, of the 12th October, says that Lord Reay 

Governors and visits to respectable has entitled himself to its thanks by paying 
natives. visits, in imitation of his predecessors, to re- 
spectable native gentlemen of Poona during his residence there. Such 
conduct removes all ill-feeling between the conquerors and the conquered. 
All Governors and Lieutenant-Governors should follow this example. 

46. The same paper says that probably a new tax will be imposed to 
enable Government to meet the increased 
military expenditure. Many are of opinion 
that there is no other alternative than to impose an income tax. Butit 
should be seen how much burden Indians will be able to bear. When 
Indians see that England is becoming rich with their money, and yet is 
indifferent to their distress, they cannot but be alarmed at the proposal of 
new taxation. The people will be exceedingly dissatisfied, and Government 
will act most unjustly, if the income tax is reimposed. The writer warns 
Government to act cautiously at this time of danger. If any tax has to 
be imposed, Government should impose an income tax upon persons with 
salaries of above Rs. 1,000. 

47. ‘A correspondent of the Samaya, of the 12th October, says that 


| when there was a sub-post office at Jhampa, 

7 M 81a. 
ia er the letter-box at Matsia used to be opened 
thrice a week, but since the transfer of that office to Masvimnagar it 18 


opened once only ina week. This has put the villagers to great inconve- 
nience. 


The Mussulmans of Dacca. 
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48, The same paper says that the English are islanders. They are 
| . now the lords of India, the wealth and en- 
The English and the nahives of Ji¢htenment of which at one time appeared 
Indi. to be bewildering tothem. God has given the 
jown-trodden natives the same faculties and the same mental qualities as 


~otests when their liberties are invaded in the least, but they are not dis- 
posed to give the least liberty to the natives of India. The English have 
jone much for India. They have given the people the benefit of Western 
education. ‘They have rescued the natives from the benumbing effects of 
\ahomedan rule. ‘They have given new life to the natives of India. The 
natives are now imploring to them for increased liberty. There are godlike men 
,mongst the English, but mean minded men abuse such men greatly, other- 
wise bord Ripon would never have been abused so virulently. The English 
sre a nation of rulers in India, but that is no reason why natives should be 
killed by low Englishmen. The natives are weak, they have no worth. 
Anglo-Indians should know that though the natives have lost their all, 
still they value the chastity of their females; and it isa matter of great 
regret that mean-minded Englishmen do not respect the chastity of their 
females. There is no atonement for this sin, and no punishment adequate 
for it. A Native Judge of the Bombay High Court was expelled from a 
railway carriage by an English officer, but justice was not done in his case. 
What would the English have done if an Englishman had been similarly 
treated ? If the I'nglish want to do good they should rescue the natives 
from the hand of oppression, and regard them as their equals. If they can 
do this their Empire in India will be permanent. They will not have to be 
afraid of the Russian Bear. 
49, The same paper says that Government is proposing to spend a 
7 very large sum of money in a review of the 
nite Proposed review of troops near troops near Delhi at a time when distress 
prevails over a large part of the country 
owing to famine and floods. The writer does not approve of this proposal. 
He thinks that a portion of this money should have been spent to relieve 
the distressed. 


TV.—Narttve States. 


50. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 8th October, would not have been 
sorry if Government had kept a permanent 
Resident in Kashmir after watching for some 
time whether the new Maharajah could govern the State satisfactorily or 
not. The writer also objects to the keeping of a Resident in Cashmir on the 
ground that Residents may injure the State by unnecessarily interfering with 
the action of the Maharajah. 

D1. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 8th October, says that Cooch Behar 
is a tributary State under the Government of 
Bengal. Owing to the untimely death of the 
late Maharajah, the State was long under the administration of British 
otlicials, and it is only recently that the present Chief has assumed charge 
fit, It was expected that the Western education which the Chief had 
received would enable the State to make rapid progress, but the Maharajah 
‘pends most of his time either at Darjeeling or at Simla. The other day 
le gave a grand ball at Simla. If the Maharajah spends his time in this 
vay, who will attend to the affairs of the administration ? Itisto be hoped 
that henceforth he will mix less with Europeans and direct his attention to 
us duties as a ruler. eae 


Kashmir, 


Cooch Behar. 
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52. The same paper yea oa the public has been 
os the proclamation issued by the 
— , ae ot of Cashmere. The Mah 
maintain friendly relations with the British Government, and e 
promote the welfare of his subjects. ‘To commemorate his in 
has remitted certain taxes. Cashmere has many enemies, while 
the misfortune of losing its ruler and Prime Minister just at 
time. There can be no doubt that the new Chief will, in conductino th 
work of administration, meet with obstructions and difficulties at every ste 
It was expected that the British Government would help him as hea 
possible; but the announcement made by that Government that henceforth 
a British Resident will be placed in Cashmere has produced serious doubts 
It is true that the all-absorbing annexation policy of Lord Dalhousie ha 
long been abandoned, still the groundless charges occasionally brought 
against the administration of that State by certain low-minded Englishmen 
cause apprehensions in the pablic mind. 


53. The same paper says that the Maharajah of Tipperah has resolyed 
upon reforming the administration of his 
State. He has never neglected his duties a: 
a ruler, and hence it is that Tipperah, which is so distant from Bengal and 
inhabited by rude hill tribes, is in such a flourishing condition. But the 
Maharajah has fallen on evil times. It is to be hoped that instead of losing 
courage at the frowns of the British Government, he will continue to dis- 
charge his legitimate duties. 


54. ‘Lhe Samvad Prabhakar, of the 9th October, says that the native 
princes are independent only in name. They 
are guided entirely by the Resident. The Maha- 
rajah of Cashmere was free to a great extent, but the English have laid the 
axe at the root of that freedom. It was rumoured some time ago that the 
claims of the eldest son of the Maharajah were to be set aside in favour of 
his second son, who was thought to be the abler man of the two. But the 
writer is glad that the eldest son has been installed as Maharajah of 
Cashmere. ‘The new Maharajah has immediately on his accession abolished 
many oppressive imposts. 


55. The Bheri, of the Yth October, is glad to notice the installation 

of Pratab Sinha, the eldest son of the late 

=" Maharajah of Cashmere, as Maharajah. He has 
done some noble acts on his accession, which will make him very popular 
with his subjects. The Government of India will praise him. The whiter 
wishes a long life and prosperity to the new king. 


56. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 9th October, says that the English 
were loud in their complaints against the late 
Maharajah of Cashmere, because he did not 
carry out certain reforms. The new Maharajah has carried them out, and 
still they have appointed a Resident over his head. Such conduct 1s ul 
worthy of a civilized nation. | 

57. The Bhdrat Bast, of the 10th October, says that the speech 
made by the new Maharaja of Cashmere 00 
his accession to the throne shows that he 
will govern his State with caution. He has great need of being cautious. 
The English have been for a long time seeking pretexts for interference | 
the affairs of Cashmere. If the Maharaja is not cautious, one day people 
will hear of the annexation of the country. A Resident has been appolate 


over the head of the Maharaja. He should exercise great caution 12 the 
administration of his State. 


reassured by 
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58, The Uchit Vakid, of the 10th October, cannot understand owing 
to what distrust Guvernment is going to keep 
a permanent Resident in Cashmere. Govern- 
nent has committed a mistake. The writer hopes that it will correct it. 

59. The Sanjtvant, of the 10th October, says that the Maharaja of 
Cooch Behar has spent a large sum of money 
in giving a ball at Simla. The income of 
his State is not adequate for the cost of its administration, and still he is 
spending large sums at Simla and at Darjeeling. Cannot any one bring this 
wrong-headed Maharaja to the right path ? 

60. The same paper says that the English have, at the installation of 
the new Maharaja of Cashmere, placed a 
Resident in his Court. Cashmere was free up 
to this time from this thraldom. The new Maharaja has abolished many 
vexatious 1mposts. 

61. The Som Prakash, of the 12th October, is glad that, according to 
the directions of the Bengal Government, the 
Maharaja of 'Tipperah has consented to reduce 
the expenditvre of his State. The Lieutenant-Governor perhaps desires 
that he may exercise complete authority over the State, and that an English 
Manager may be appointed. The writer hopes that the Maharajah will 
never consent to the appointment of an English Manager. The English 
Managers make the princes puppets by exercising all real authority them- 
selves, and far from diminishing increase the waste of money and anglicise 
the princes. 

62. The travelling correspondent of the same paper says that, after 
the death of the late Rajah of Mayurbhanj, 
the Assistant Commissioner arrived at the 
palace, and after forming an intimacy with the Dewan, advised the brothers 
of the deceased Rajah to petition for his appointment as Manager, and said 
that, after they had administered the State under him for one or two years, 
he would report to Government that there was no longer any necessity 
lor his remaining Manager, and that they had become fit to carry on the 
work of administration. Upon hearing these artful statements of the 
Assistant Commissioner, the brothers of the Rajah became disgusted and 
reproached him. At this the Assistant Commissioner became indignant, 
and swore that he would make the palace the abode of ghosts ; that he would 
make their family, which had never before come in contact with Mlechchas, 
come in contact with them ; and that he would have them banished from 
the State. All this, except the banishment of the Kajah’s brothers, has 
happened. The Assistant Commissioner made all sorts of accusations 
against the Rajah’s brothers, and at last informed Government that they 
would try to take possession of the State by taking away the life of the 
Minor. At this statement Government suspected the Rajah’s brothers. It 
believed the Assistant Commissioner, and did not consider that no man can 
think of such a thing under British rule, when there are no less than three 
ons of the late Rajah. Even if it suspected the Rajah’s brothers, it should 

ave sent a Commission to Mayurbhunj to enquire about the matter. The 
Assistant Commissioner could easily have appointed a Native Manager and 
4 native teacher for the minor Rajah; but he has made the Rajah eat 
with Mlechchas, as he swore to do, by appointing an English teacher for 
him. This will so much injure the Rajah and his brothers that people 
may refuse to intermarry with them. According to the family custom of 
the Rajahs, the idol Lakhinarain has to be carried with them everywhere. 
0 the Cuttack residence of the Rajah the banquet room of the idol is 
°0 one side and the kitchen of the Rajah’s English teacher on the other. 
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( 1824 ) 


Thus the family which committed penances, if they but saw a Mlechcha, } 
to make offerings to the family god in company with a Mlechcha. The 
correspondent gives another instance of the Assistant Commissioner’, 
malice. The Rajah’s second brother has been required to give accounts 
for Rs. 10,000, the accounts for which were. not settled during the Bajal’s 
lifetime ; but the Dewan has not been asked to give similar accounts i, 
respect of Rs. 19,000.. 

63. The Navavibhdkar, of the 12th October, says that both Parties 


will suffer if the English Government regy; 
— the Maharajah of Cashmere to do what titel 
has not been able todo. The English Government has only the power of 


advising the Maharajah in a friendly spirit. It will do evil rather thay 
oud if it supports the Resident in every matter. It is not difficult for him, 
who has ministers like Nilambar and Anantaram, to govern well, Residents 
do more evil than good. The Cashmere Government is resolved to improve 
the condition of the people. If the English Government now opposes the 
Cashmere Government in the least, all the efforts of the latter will prove vain, 


V.—ProsPects oF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


64. The Charu Varta, of the 5th and 12th October, asks, can Govern. 


6 ee ee ee ment be absolved from its responsibility in 
om, oes the matter of saving the lives of the people at 
this time of distress by merely making arrangements for the granting of 


tuccavi loans? Disasters are repeatedly occurring in Bengal and proving the 
indifference of Government. | 
65. The Sahachar, of the 7th October, says that, from the enguiries 
Government and the distress caused made by Government, it appears that about 
by the floods. 5,000 square miles have been flooded. The 
aus crops in the flooded tracts have been completely destroyed. The distress 
is great, and it will not be removed till the aus crops grow again. The 
distress could have been in a measure alleviated if the cultivators could 
cultivate wheat at this time. But most of the cultivators of this province 
do not know how to cultivate wheat. If Government encourages them by 
giving seeds of wheat for the purpose of cultivation, it will not only do 
great good at present, but also do a lasting service. Sir Rivers Thompson 
has said that Government will only save those who are likely to die of 
starvation, but that it will not assist people with money for re-building 
houses, purchasing cattle and ploughs, &c. The writer cannot admit that 
the duty at the time of distress of the Government of an agricultural country 
his within so narrow a compass. Where mahajans are: not lending money, 
Government should give tuccavi loans at small interest, and for five years, (0 
even those cultivators who cannot pledge properties as securities for re- 
payment. Government will do better if it gives loans in the shape of grains 
instead of money. The writer asks, what has become of Lord Lytton 
promise to apply the proceeds of the license tax for the relief of distress ? 
66. The same paper says that, in his second resolution on the floods 
Government and the distress causea also, the Lieutenant-Governor states that 
ay te eee the people are saying that such floods are 
better than drought, and that, though they have caused injury this year, they 
will produce a bumper harvest the next year. What is the Lieutenant-Governot 
teaching the zemindars by such words? Government will not suspend the 
collection of revenue from the zemindars. Why will then the zemindars 
suspend the collection of rent? Will not the zemindars be encouraged in 
their extortions by Government’s statement that a bumper harvest will be 
produced next year and that the cultivaters need not be assisted? ‘The 
Lieutenant-Governor’s resolution will greatly injure the cultivators. 


( 1826 ) 


Governor has at length perceived that the 
representations recently made to him at 
Belvedere by certain respectable non-officials on the subject of the distress 
sqused by the floods, and which His Honor was not at first inclined to 
believe, were not at allexaggerated. He has now, after a personal inspection 
of some of the flooded tracts, been convinced that the floods have done no 
‘nconsiderable harm, and that relief at the rate of two or four pice will 
not at all do. Now that he has perceived his error, it is not proper 
to any longer attack him strongly in newspapers. There can be no 
Joubt that in this case itis the writing of newspapers alone that has 
roduced a change in his views. Nevertheless, His Honor has not been 
able to overcome his love of the exercise of undue authority. He did 
not agree to the proposal to hold a public meeting in the Town Hall, because 
he would have no right to interfere with proceedings of the meeting, but 
now he has formed a Committee with an official as President. . 


The money raised by this Committee will in most instances be spent 
by officials. Did it not occur to His Honor that the members of the 
Committee are not bound to obey his orders? Be that as it may, the public 
will be glad to see the relief of distress, no matter how the funds for this 
purpose are raised. 


68. The Pakuria correspondent of the Rungpore Dikprakdsh, of 
the 8th October, says that the agricul- 
turists are in a very wretched condition. They 
cannot live without help. But who is to help 
them Government is in no position to help them, nor does it sympathise with 
them, The zemindars are anxious only to realize the full amount of 


their rent. ‘The agriculturists have lost all hopes. How long are they to 
hve without food P 


69. The Pratikar, of the 9th October, says that the arrangements 
, : | made by Government in Moorshedabad for 
lini’, OF Mistress caused by the the relief of distress caused by the floods must 
be admitted to be not unsatisfactory. The 
writer cannot say that the arrangements are bad, but he beseeches the 
authorities to carry out these arrangements in such a way that he is not 
compelled to pronounce them Jad. The tuccavi advances are to be given with 
grace. Only Rs. 25,000 have been sanctioned for these advances, but if they 
are given after overstrict enquiry, only Rs. 5,000 are likely to be distributed, 
leaving a net balance of Rs. 20,000 in the hands of the authorities. But 
that sort of enquiry will not do. The advances are to be given for the 
relief of distress ; they are therefore to be given with a certain amount of 
blindness. Strictness in the matter of the distribution of these advances will 
produce evils results. The construction of the Ranaghat-Bhagwangola 
alway is sure to relieve the labouring classes; but no means have as yet 
been devised for their immediate relief. The number of labourers has 
Increased enormously of late; even well-to-do men have been reduced to 
this condition by reverses of fortune. | 


Government Resolution on the floods. 


The wretchedness of the agricul- 
turists, 


_ There is no probability of people getting tuccavi advances in a short 
lime because the holidays are near at hand. The local authorities will see 
oW many apply for such advances, and what amount will be necessary for 
Meeting all their demands. The writer thinks that, if advances are to be 
elven, they should be given without any loss of time, because the cultivators 
“ul be in a position to sow their fields in Kartik. Already a very large 
number of men have applied for advances, but Government is not likely 
increase this grant, .Tnis is a serious matter. 
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67. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 8th October, says that the Lieutenants 524s Mme, 
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70. The same paper says that according to the police report, 1) 


ee persons have died in Mooshedabad of 


° . . gt in 
tion. The writer cannot believe ia: 
number is exactly eleven. He thinks it must be many times eleven. : 


no agency to enquire about and to report deaths from starvation. eee 
much possibility of reports of such deaths being submitted to Government 
It is the policy of Government to suppress the facts of the sufferings of 
natives. Such a Government is not likely to know the truth and to publish 
it for the information of the public. The police has done much to 
inform itself of the real state of things in the district. Mr. Pratt had oftey 
to remonstrate with the Magistrate. 
71. The Bheri, of the 9th October, says that the natives will thank 
Sir Rivers Thompson and the floods. Fir Rivers Thompson if he can save the lives 


of those who are dying for want of food and 
crying for want of houses. It does not matter with them whether he appoints 


a Committee at the request of the public or of his own motion. It is a matte 
of congratulation that he has understood the necessity of appointing such q 
Committee. If he took this step a little earlier, much suffering could hare 
been avoided ; but if he had not taken it for some time more, he would have 
been disgraced like Sir Cecil Beadon. Bengalis would have been very 
sorry had their ruler been so disgraced. 

72. The Sanjtvani, of the 10th October, says that the Lieutenant. 


cas Governor’s resolution on the floods in Moor. 
on Ah bad ton On the floods shedabad has taken the public by surprise, 


The correspondent of the Sanjivant has sent 
a most painful and trustworthy account of the distress of the people in that 


district ; and yet His Honor, after a most cursory inspection of the affected 
localities, has expressed the opinion that there is no distress among the 
people. The poor are dying of starvation, still His Honor saw no signs of 
sufferings. When in 1874 the then Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
accompanied by Mr. Secretary Bernard, paid a visit to Moorshedabat, 
the local officials prevented the people from appearing before them with 
their tale of distress. But for the earnest efforts of Mr. Bernard to 
ascertain the true condition of the inhabitants, the distress in that part of the 
country would have remained unknown. There are many obstacles in the 
high officials knowing the truth in these matters. The distress is most 
intense in Jungypore, but the Lieutenant-Governor did not pay a visit to 
that place. Did His Honor make any enquiry about the truth of the state- 
ment made by the special correspondent of this paper, to the effect that the 
Magistrate of Moorshedabad did not visit the broken embankment a 
Lalitakundi until after seven days of the accident? If he did, why has be 
not said anything about the matter? The information which the writer 
has received has made him come to a different conclusion from the Lieute- 
nant-Governor, on the subject of the distress. A petition signed by 
numerous inhabitants of many villages in thana Barua, in the Moorshedabad 
district, dwells upon the extreme distress in consequence of the floods which 
prevails in those localities. In the Berhampore Durbar, the Pleader, Baboo 
Baikuntha Nath Sen, plainly informed His Honor of the existence of severe 
distress. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor says that in Moorshedabad there have 
been no deaths from starvation, but the writer is prepared to prove on the 
strength of the testimony of the respectable people of Jungypore and of 
the police reports, that deaths have taken place from starvation. Mall 
Bibi of Raninagar, thana Mirzapore, sub-division Jungypore, has committed 
suicide for want of food. His Honor says that the relief arrangements at 
such as to prevent all possibility of suffering. If such is the case, how ¢a® 
one account for the death of Mani Bibi? Who will benefit by the increased 


( 1897 ) 


fertility of the soil expected from the floods if people now die of starvation ? 
Referring 0 the telegrams on the subject of the distress and the unsatifac- 
tory relief arrangements in Moorshedabad, sent by the correspondent of this 
paper, the Editor asks, what now becomes of the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
statements about the floods in that district? If the charges preferred 
against vhe Magistrate, Mr. Anderson, by the correspondent, be not true, 
let Government prosecute him for defamation, and the truth will be 
aled. 
"73. The Bhdrat Bast, of the 10th October, says that Government 


| is not doing much to relieve the distress 
as caused by the floods. The Famine Relief Fund 
has been spert in preparations for wat. The Viceroy is at Simla, and 
the Lieutenant-Governor is at Darjeeling. THis Honor has appointed a 
Committee of bis own choice and made a donation of Rs. 1,000. The writer 
has not yet heard of anything done by the Viceroy. He has not even paid 
any subscription as yet. The writer hopes that the officers subordinate to 
His Honor will follow his noble example. They all get large salaries from 
the tax payers of India. The officers of the Military Department too should 
give something. ‘The zemindars ought to payin circumstances like these, 
and they are coming forward with large subscriptions. But zemindars are 
gradually exhausting their funds, and it is now the turn of officials to show 
liberality. The English merchants deserve the thanks of the community for 
the way they are contributing towards the relief fund. Tne English news- 
papers too are doing all they can to help the needy. It is impossible to 
tell whether His Honcr would have come to his senses unless these urged 
on him the necessity of commencing relief works. People are not only to be 
fed for a certain time, but also provided with houses. This will require 
a considerable amount of money. The writer advises those who perform 
the Doorga Poojah not to spend large sums this year in dances and other 
amusements, but to pay these sums towards the relief of the distress. This 
will seta very large sum of money free for being used on the relief works, and 
Hindus regard such gifts as conferring great merit. 


74. The Samvad Bites So. — 10th 30 gt says that 
nee immediately after his arrival from Ceylon, 
Se Thompson went to Darjeeling un 
board a steamer. People thought that he greatly sympathised with the 
sufferings of the people, and so he went to inspect their condition in person. 
If the inspection of the sufferers was his object, why did he not go to Ghattal 
and Midnapore ? Unfortunately Bengal has got a Governor whose name 
one thinks it a sin to utter. If the Government has no funds, 
nothing can be done. ‘The officials in Midnapore are paying subscriptions 
from their own pocket, and are appealing to the public for aid. 
75. The Grémvodrtad Prakdshika, of the 10th October, says that the 


. oo humanity of the official class has been washed. 


away by the recent floods. Sir Rivers Thomp- 
son says that the inundations will do a great good. The aman and the 


rabt crops will be splendid indeed. People are starving for the present. 
They are to get only a few thousand rupees, for the treasury cannot spare 
more. The writer cannot admit that the statements which have appeared in 
the official papers about the aman crops are correct. The aman crops are not 
likely to yield much. However, the writer has written to various places to 
know the condition of the crops. 
76. The same paper says that the agriculturists within the Comercolly 
thana, whose homesteads have been washed 
hau’ ericulturists of theComereolly gway, are in great misery. They have lost 
: their cattle. They are now thinking of 
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getting their livelihood as day labourers. If they really become . 
place will have no food supply. Itis for this reason that both G this poor 


and zemindars are being requested to save the agriculturists. They. il 
no doubt be greatly benefited if they get some advance, but unless a, 


embankment is raised from Benepara to Dhokrakole, they will not der 
any permanent benefit. ™ 
77. The Bangabdst, of the 18th October, says that Sir Rivers 
Thompson seems to have been more explicit 
me in his second resolution on the floods than 
in his first. He is of opinion that the Aalat which has been sown yjl 
return a bumper harvest in a short time, and that there is no necessity fo, 
Government relief. The floods have laid many villages under water, and 
many lives have been lost. But the floods will bring fertility to the 
soll and sweep away malaria. Sir Rivers has heard from non-officials 
that the peasants want such floods. No one can doubt the accuracy 
of the statement when it has been made by the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal. But the writer suspects that the non-officials in making auch a 
statement were influenced by officials. Some people say that the breath of 
poisonous serpents destroys malaria. But does therefore anybody advise the 
rearing of such serpents ? However, it is certain that there is no necessity of 
Government relief. The floods will, by washing the greater part of the 

country, remove malaria. 

78. The Dacca Prakash, of the 11th October, says that the Committee 
: appointed for relieving the distress caused by 
ay oo ag and the distress caused the floods has said, like Sir Rivers Thompson, 
that the floods will ultimately benefit the 
country by increasing the fertility cf the soil. But the people will only 


Sir Rivers Thompson and the floods. 


_ derive benefit from the future harvest if they can manage to live at present. 


Of what use will the future bumper harvest be if the people die of starvation 
now? The distress is such that it does not appear probable that private 
charity, snpplemented by Government relief on a small scale in some places, 
will be able to remove it. It appears that such indifference on the part 
of Government will produce very bad results. With scarcity of. food 
malaria, cholera, and other epidemics will make their appearance. The writer 
requests Government not to depend upon private charity but to see that 
not a single individual suffers for want of a home and dies of starvation. The 
Government, which can waste crores of rupees owing to a groundless appre- 
hension of war, will earn disgrace if it shows niggardliness in the matter of 
saving the lives of the people. . 
79. The Sddhdrani, of the 11th October, says that as Mr. Sykes 
informed the authorities of the probable distress 
in Maldah, so he informed Mr. Harris, the 
then Assisiant Commissioner of Rajmehal of the distress of the inhabitants 
of a tract of eighteen square miles extending from Rajmehal to Kudkipore. 
Mr. Loff, the Manager of the Stone Company of Maniharitollah, Rajmehal, 
informed Mr, O’Reily, the former Assistant Commissioner of Rajmehal of 
distress in Kudkipore, Kanthalbari, Maniharitollah and other villages. 
Upon receiving that information, Mr. O’Reiley placed some money at the 
dispesal of the local police officer for the relief of the people and informed 
the Deputy Commissioner of Dumka of the distress. It is said that the 
Deputy Commissioner sanctioned Rs. 1,000 and gave orders for the affording 
of relief to tle people. At this time Mr. O’Reily was transferred a0 
Mr. Thompson was appointed in his place. He also did not oppose the 
affording of relief, but rather tried to further it. But the Deputy Comm 
sioner having asked the Commissioner to sanction more money for the 
relief of distress, the latter wrote that relief should not bave been afforded 


Distress in Rajmehal. 


( 1829 ) 


vithout ascertaining whether there was -distress and whether relief from 
Government was necessary, and that it would be decided what to do after 
enquiries had been made. In the Calcutta Gazette, the news of the destruc- 
ion of the crops 10 Maldah has been published. The writer asks whether 
that news has been unofiicially communicated. The writer cannot blame 
the Commissioner and his subordinates when the Lieutenant-Governor him- 
self is indifferent to the distress, 
80. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 12th October, supposes 
the Lieutenant-Governor to have recorded 
some brief notes on the subject of the distress 
caused by the floods in the course of his recent 
river journey. In these notes His Honor is represented as saying that he 
did not see any signs of distress among the people on the whole way from 
Calcuttta to Serampore, and that he found every body cheerful. The next 
day His Honor found the fishermen engaged in their occupations. This 
also showed that there was no distress, and that the news on the subject 
published in the papers was not correct. The next day’s experience also 
confirmed him in that belief. -The day after he inspected the condition of 
the village of Gossain Chur. Here there was real distress, but the people 
seemed resigned to their fate and did not ask for any help. Their self- 
reliance led His Honor to praise them and think of the wisdom of not 
cranting them any relief. His Honor felt that the floods would prove 
beneficial in increasing the fertility of the soil and teaching the people self- 
reliance. In Kishnagore the local officials were cheerful. After long 
discussion it was ascertained that ripe aus crop is not destroyed, even if it 
remains under water for some days together, but that the unripe crop 
cannot stand this test even for a short time without being injured. This 
His Honor felt was a grand discovery. 

81. A correspondent of the same paper writing from Jessore says 
that some eighteen villages on the Kapotakshi 
river in that district have been more or less 
submerged by the floods. The sufferings of men and cattle are extreme. 
There has not been much injury to the aus crop, but more than half of the 
amun has been destroyed. There is not much prospect of a radi crop. 
The cultivators have no seed grains. Their houses are infested with snakes. 
The writer mentions certain other villages where also great distress prevails. 

$2. The same paper says that the Lieutenant-Governor expressed his 
intention of going to Kishnagore, Berhampore 
and other places by river. But many thought 
that he was not going to see the floods but 
to go to Darjeeling by river, and in support of this statement they said that 
if it had been the object of His Honor to inspect the flooded tracts, he would 
have gone to see either Ghattal or Bangram. A correspondent of the same 
paper says, that the distress could have been considerably relieved if the 
Lieutenant-Governor had granted for relief purposes the sum which he has 
(rawn in the shape of travelling allowances (Rs. 800 a day) in the course 
of his river trip, and that the Rs, 800 which he gave away in 
charity at Kishnagore was only half the sum which he drew as his travelling 
allowance for the two days he remained in that place. The Lieutenant- 
Governor says that he personally inspected two flooded villages, but the 
correspondent of the Zndian Datly News says that he visited only one and that 
the other was inspected by one of his Secretaries. The Lieutenant-Governor 
‘ays that at Kishnagore he conferred with the local officials on the subject 
of the floods, but a correspondeut of this paper says that no such officials 
Vere invited by him on board for the purpose. It is true that he had some 
‘aik with the Municipal Commissioners on the subject, but the local officials 
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NAVAVIBRAKAR, 
Oct. 12th, 1885. 


( 1830 ) 


were not present on the occasion. It may be that they were in another 

of the steamer. The Lieutenant-Governor says that the floods have = 
no injury in Kustea, Chuadanga, Meherpore and other places, but Pe 
Editor is informed that considerable injury has occurred in two opt of the 
three sub-divisions in guestion, and that the country lying to the west 
the Bhoirab has been greatly injured by the floods. A correspondent of h 
paper says that it is not true that thanas Kaligunge, Nakasipara fo 
Kishnagore suffer from floods every year. Indeed this year there have been 
floods in these places after ten years. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor hag at an 
rate in the course of his river trip, issued resolution after resolution op the 
subject of the floods. Itseems to be his belief, and, for the matter of that, the 
belief of many English officials that all manner of calamities can be averted 
by writing, but Englishmen have seen that writing availed them not j, 
the fighting at Panjdeh nor in their effort to save General Gordon. Th 
Lieutenant-Governor may therefore issue any number of resolutions on the 
subject of the floods, but with the spectacle of widespread distress cause 
by that visitation before their eyes, the people will not be convinced that the 
floods have not harmed Bengal, but that they will on the contrary benefit it. 
The Editor concludes by remarking that instead of explaining away the fact 
of distress, His Honor should adopt vigorous measures to relieve it, otherwise 
the consequences to him both in this world and in the next, will be serious 
and awful. 

83. The Navavibhdkar, of the 12th October, says that it does not say 
that Government is doing nothing to relieve 
the distress of those who are suffering from 
the floods. But in order to shew respect for truth it must say that what 
Government is doing in that behalf is not sufficient. Sir Rivers Thompson 
is repeatedly saying that Government will give relief to those only 
who are dying of starvation. But even Sir Rivers is being obliged to grant 
tuccavi loans to the people. If the Collectors follow the rule that tuccari 


The distress caused by the floods. 


loans should be given to persons without any property, if scme_ persons 


jointly become securities for them, the people may be much benefited. Bu § 
as these loans will be given to enable people to carry on the work of culti- 
vation and not to live, their present distress will not be relieved. Sir 
Rivers said at Belvedere that the alluvial deposits left by the floods would 
benefit the country. He is now probably proving this by taking evidence of 
different persons. Sir Rivers Thompson has said that abundant aman crops | 
bave grown in the Rarh country. But he has said that the aman crops do 
not grow without sufficient rainfall. There was not sufficient rainfall or 
floods when those crops were grown. How then have such abundant aman 
crops grown? Everywhere, in the Lieutenant-Governor’s resolution, there 
are anticipations of good. Sir Rivers has said that no one has died of starva- 
tion ; but people think otherwise. He will grant relief to none but day 
labourers and landless cultivators, but he will give tuccavi loans. He has 
sanctioned Rs. 25,000 for tuccavi advances in Moorshedabad, and has ordered 
the appointment of canoongoes on salaries of Ks. 50. The salaries of these 
officers will not be paid from Government fund alone, but also from the und 
created by public subscriptions. The writer disapproves of this. Government 
should pay the salaries of the officers. Day labourers will be employed i 
repairing roads, and if there be sufficient money in the Provincial Fund, and 
if the project is sanctioned by the Government of India, the construction of 
the Ranaghat and Bhagwangola line will be taken up. But nothing defiaite 
has yet been eettled about this matter. As for other places, the Lieutenant- 
Governor has concluded from the statement of a few Englishmen that there 
is no distress in them. From all this it appears that the Lieutenant 
Governor is enjoying his residence in the hills with alight heart. But the 


ii.) 


writer is not satisfied with these arrangements for relief. Such a large amount 
will not be raised by subscriptions as will be sufficient for the complete 
eemoval of the sufferings of the people. About 4,000 square miles have been 
fooded, and about €6,00,000 people have had to suffer from the floods. If 
even one-fourth of this number has to be fed for two months, a large sum 
of money will be necessary. Where will this money come from? Because 
abundant crops will grow in future, men cannot live without food at present. 
Bren if Government does not build the houses of the people who have been 
made homeless by the floods, it should relieve the distress of the people from 
want of food. Government cannot deny that it has been collecting the 
license tax for the last eight years for tne relief of distress. How will it shew 
‘ts face before the world if it does not spend now a portion of the money 
thus collected ? ‘The writer asks the Goverment of India to say what 
would the English people have done if the money which had been collected 
for the relief of distress had not been spent at the time of distress ? 


VI.—MIscEeELLANeEovs. 


84. The Bharat Mitra, of the 8th October, says that itis a chief 


grievance of Hindus that Government 
takes no steps to prevent the slaughter of 
cows, which is so shocking to their religious feelings. On _ the 
occasion of Mussulman religious festivals, rows generally take place between 
Hindus and Mussulimans. Mussulmans of low classes intentionally kill cows 
publicly in order to wound the religious feelings of Hindus. 

85. The Arya Darpan, of the 9th October, says that in no other country 
in the world is the necesisity of female medical 
assistance so greatly felt asin India, because 
the women of this country do not appear before men. Many respectable 
men do not place their females under medical treatment when they fall ill, 
because then they will be seen by men. The writer is much opposed to this 
zenana system. But as long as this system is not abolished, some means 
should be devised to provide the women of this country with female medical 
aid. Lady Dufferin is trying with her head and heart to provide them 
with such assistance. She is trying to educate native females in medicine. 
The native princes are contributing to the Countess of Dufferin’s, Fund with 
open hands. Her Ladyship will try totrain respectable native females in 
medicine. This will do great good. Many respectable widows pass their 
livesin misery. They will be able to become doctors. 

86. The Som Prakash, of the 12th October, is glad that Lady Duffer- 
in’s Fund is increasing, and that native princes 
are trying to increase their glory by contri- 
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buting liberally to it. 
Urtya PapErs. 


87. The recent cyclone and storm-waves form the all-engrossing 
subject of the newspapers of this week. 


The Samvdd Bahikd devotes three columns, the Sebeka seven columns, 
and the Utkal Dipikd seven columns to the 
same subject. The Sebaka estimates the loss 
of human life to be more than 5,000 souls. The number of houses, trees, 
and articles of furniture destroyed seems to be simply incalculable. Crops 
sown on lands near the sea-coast have been all destroyed. The 


The cyclone in Orissa. 


Ulal Dipiké praises highly the Raja of Modhupore in the Cuttack district 
lor his philanthropy in feeding 5,000 men whose houses were unroofed, 
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and whose things were destroyed by the cyclone. The Sebaka writes th 
following in connection with the above distress— . 
“We do not know what His Honor thinks of the distress jp Orise 
rae : 9 
caused by the late cyclone. We hope our Commissioner is now jp 
position to report the details of the disaster to Government. Our reader 
will find in our vernacular columns a full account of the ravages gon. 
mitted by the cyclone, which we mean to continue in our future isgye. 
The Kendrapara, Jajpore, and Bhudruck sub-divisions of Orissa suffereq 
greatly, and unless some measures of relief be adopted without delay 
the homeless residents of those sub-divisions will neither find a morsel 
of rice to eat nor a shed to take shelter in. The number of cattle destroyeg 
along the sea-shore is simply countless; add to this the high price 
of rice, from which the people were suffering so long, and say whether 
the state of things does not look dismal and desperate enough. We 
hope the philanthropic public of Cuttack will take advantage of the 
present opportunity to organise a relief movement under the guidance of 
Mr. Metcalfe, our able Commissioner, which, supplemented by Goverp. 
ment aid, may contribute, to a certain extent, towards the mitigation of 
the sufferings of the distressed. Great credit is due to Mr. Currie, Collector 
of Cuttack, for the adoption of prompt measures and the expeditious 
despatch of several hundred maunds of rice and dal to Kendrapara and 
Rajnugger on his own responsibility. We have no room in our English 
columns for the harrowing accounts of individual distress and _ pathetic 
episodes concerning the disaster, which remain to be told and described 
by the survivors. Of these, the death of Mr. Douglas, the Port Officer, 
and family at Hookeytola, and of Baboo Gour Mohun Ghose, the lock- 
keeper, and family at Jumboo were very pathetic. They tried their utmost 
to save themselves and their families and children, but the decree of 
fate was against them. Many villages situated at the distance ofa few 
miles from the sea-shore were so violently swept away by the storm-waves 
that there are no traces of them in existence.” 
The same paper expresses great regret that the approaching holidays 
will take away a large number of officials and public-spirited men 
from the Cuttack station, and thereby make it practically impossible to hold 
public meetings with the object of collecting donations for the relief of 
the homeless and starving people in those parts of Orissa that were 
visited by the storm-waves and the cyclone. It, however, hopes that after 
the holidays are over, the Commissioner will be in a position to call public 
meetings and apneal to the charity of the public-spirited and wealthy residents 
of Orissa. he Sebaka has shewn its public spirit by opening 4 
relief fund in connection with its office, to which some gentlemen have 
already subscribed. Both this paper and the Utkal Dipikd contain favourable 
notices of Mr. Metcalfe, the Commissioner of the Orissa Division, who bas 
shewn great activity in attending to the distress of the poor sufferers. The 
Sebaka writes the following in an article headed—Mr. Metcalfe on the 
present distress in Orissa— 
“When the nomination of Mr. Metcalfe to the Commissionership of 
the Orissa Division was announced in the papers of last year, many of us 
remained under the impression that an officer of his age would not be able 
to perform the arduous duties of a Commissioner, supplemented by those of 
a Superintendent of Tributary Estates ; but the way in which he passed most 
of his days in the mofussil last year, and the energetic steps that he has taken 
to relieve the suffering thousands of Kanika and Kugung from the € ects 
of the late cyclone and storm-waves have thoroughly convinced us that 
Mr. Metcalfe, though advanced in years, is young and energetic 10 the 
discharge of his public duties,—nay, far superior in metal and spirit 10 our 
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so-called spirited and energetic young civilians. No sooner the news of 
the disaster in Kanika and Kugung arrived in Cuttack, the Commissioner 
was the first officer to leave the station in company with the Superintend- 
ing Engineer to ascertain the details of the reported calamity. Since his 
return from the tour, he has drawn up a report to Government, which is 
replete with pathetic passages, which we have no room in our English 
columns to quote. The report is now the subject of sorrowful and pathetic 
jiscussion among the enlightened residents of the Cuttack town. The 
substance of the report will be found in our vernacular columns. The 
Commissioner was not a mere silent spectator of the distresses of the 
eople that came under his observation, but he steered past the coast to 
Chandbally, where he loaded a customs boat with as many bags of rice 
a3 it could carry and distributed them among the villages that were situated 
on the banks of the rivers and canals through which his steamer passed. 
The Commissioner describes how the dejected people stood along the banks 
of the canal with piteous cries of help in their mouths; how they thought 
themselves thoroughly undone ; how they had not even water to drink ; and 
how they had suddenly found themselves in the position of forlorn hopes. 
Mr. Metcalfe had actually to dole out glasses of drinkable water to the 
suffering people from his own supply inthe steamer. It was hoped that 
such a graphic report as that of Mr. Metcalfe would move Government to 
order at once relief measures at any cost. Nor were these hopes without 
foundation, for Government have already sent the following telegram to the 
Commissioner, of which a copy was sent to us for information. The extract 
goes on thus—** Your telegram to Chief Secretary. Lieutenant-Governor 
deplores the great calamity befallen Cuttack and desires to express his 
sympathy with sufferers. Take all measures necessary for relief.” The 
Hon’ble Board have also instructed the Commissioner to spend as much 
fom the Kanika State Fund as is necessary to save human life. These 
are no doubt very encouraging signs, but what are required at the present 
moment are the adoption of prompt measures and the quickness of their 
execution. Red-tapism is the surest way to destruction, and we doubt not 
but that each officer concerned must try to do a great deal on his own 
responsibility. It is feared that cholera, famine and starvation will follow 
in the wake of the terrible cyclone. We have already pointed out the 
necessity of organizing a relief movement in Cuttack by private efforts in 
connection with the disaster, but the Poojah holidays have taken‘away our 
best men from the station. "We have therefore opened a relief fund in an 
humble scale in connection with our office, as will be found in our advertise- 
ment columns, and any donor wishing to contribute may open 
correspondence with the manager of this paper. Ifwe can save a single 
life in the distressed tracts, we shall consider ourselves highly rewarded. 
We have made a rough estimate of the loss of human lives, and are of 
Opinion that more than 5,000 lives have been lost. In the last Orissa 
cyclone, which was in 1831, the loss of human life was estimated at 
-0,000. This cyclone must therefore be considered as the greatest calamity 
coming over the people of Orissa after the great famine of 1866. Since 
Writing the above, we have been informed that our Commissioner has again 
left the station for the distressed tracts, and that he has requested Govern- 
went to place the services of Mr. Guise, Police Superintendent of Pooree, 
under him to supervise relief operations at Rajnuggur and other places. 
This is no doubt very praiseworthy. SS 
The same paper devotes another seven columns in its next issue 
(0a graphic description of the details of the same disaster. The report 


of the Commissioner to Government has been noticed in detail in the 
same, 
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88. Another subject which attracts the attention of the newspa 
ois? a ee of Orissa is the resolution of Goternn. 
—_=  « om ime 'ooes on the recent floods in Bengal. he Titer 


Dipika gives vent to its charitable feel;,,, 
in the following way— 3 


“It is a matter of great regret that there have been no remiss, 
. ; $10Ns 
of land revenue even after the great disaster. It is useless t, talk 
of relieving tenants who must be ground down by  constan 
demands of revenue. His Honor has himself acknowledged that the tenant; 
will be in great distress as long as the winter crops are not reaped 
Under such circumstances, it is desirable that the collection of land reyeny, 
should be postponed until that period. Seeing that no such order has bee 
issued in the Government Gazette, people are prone to think that His 
Honor shows charity only in words, but not in deeds.” 
89. The Utkal Darpan writes a good deal on the same subject 
and concludes with the following sever 
remarks :— 

“And we must now conclude with the remark that after all Hj; 
Honor’s flood policy has been an alternate mixture of arrogant self-assertion 
and timid vacillation between cowardly. concealment and desperate candour,” 

90. The Sebaka, however, deals with the same subject in a moderate § 

Floods in Bengal. way. It makes the following remarks in 
connection therewith :— 

“Tt is a pity that the people of Bengal should at this moment be in 
great distress. Famine, followed by flood and aided by cyclone, has broucht 
an amount of misery and distress which is simply appalling to look a, 
His Honor, while receiving a representative deputation from the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce, the ‘Trades’ Association, the British Indian Associa- 
tion and the Missionary Conference, on the subject of the present floods of 
Bengal on the 19th of last month, little dreamt that another dire 
calamity was in store for the people of Orissa, many of whom have since 
been rendered homeless by the terrible cyclone of the 22nd September. 
We hove no time to make any reflection on the coldness, dilatory turn of 
mind, and indifference, with which the proposals of the deputation were 
treated, as the unexpected disasters in Orissa have engaged our immediate 
attention, but we are confident that the tour of His Honor through the 
distressed districts will bring about a spirited policy on the part of Govern 
ment. At the same time, we are alive to the grave reasons of policy which 
fetter fora time the hands of Government, whose income from land 
revenue, as we pointed out in our last issue, is not in a satisfactory position. 
Tt is useless to expect much from the good-will and liberality of zemindars 
whom the strange Tenancy Act has placed at their wits’ end. The poo 
sufferers, of whom the largest number are tenants, must, under this state of 
things, look up to Government and the public for any pecuniary assistance 
that they may offer in any way. One thing, however, gives us eonsolation, 
and that is the reply of His Honor to the President of the Chamber of 
Commerce, to tle effect that His Honor accepted the responsibility of 
attending to urgent cases of distress. | 

91. The Sebaka expresses great pleasure in noticing the fact that 

A successful Uriya student in Mr. Jadumani Ghose of Cuttack has spot 
aie the B. Sc. Examination of the Edinburgh a 
London Universities, and has left England for Calcutta. He is the firs 
native of Orissa who went to England and obtained a degree. ‘The pape? 
therefore expresses a hope that his services will be utilised in Orissa, where 


he is very well known, and where he passed a large number of years 0 
his life. 
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g)?, Tne Shiksdbandhu requests the Education Department to  sumsasaxpnr, 
candidates for the Vernacular postpone the execution of its ruling requiring a 
Scholarship examinations. the study of candidates for Minor, Vernacular 
and Upper Primary Scholarship examinations for full one year in a recognised 
institution till the beginning of the next year. | 


RAJKKISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, mua. & B.L. 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OrFICK, 


The 17th October 1889. 
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